
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

EXECUTIVE ORDER N-60-20

WHEREAS on March 4, 2020, 1 proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in

California as a result of the threat of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS on March 19, 2020, 1 issued Executive Order N-33-20, which

directed all California residents to immediately heed current State public health

directives; and

WHEREAS State public health directives, available at

https://covid 1 9.ca.aov/stav-home-except-for-essential-needs/, have ordered all

California residents stay home except for essential needs, as defined in State

public health directives; and

WHEREAS COVID-19 continues to menace public health throughout

California; and

WHEREAS the extent to which COVID-19 menaces public health

throughout California is expected to continue to evolve, and may vary from

place to place within the State; and

WHEREAS California law promotes the preservation of public health by

providing for local health officers—appointed by county boards of supervisors

and other local authorities—in addition to providing for statewide authority by a

State Public Health Officer; and

WHEREAS these local health officers, working in consultation with county

boards of supervisors and other local authorities, are well positioned to

understand the local needs of their communities; and

WHEREAS local governments are encouraged to coordinate with federally

recognized California tribes located within or immediately adjacent to the

external geographical boundaries of such local government jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS the global COVID-19 pandemic threatens the entire State, and

coordination between state and local public health officials is therefore, and will

continue to be, necessary to curb the spread of COVID-19 throughouf fhe State;

and

WHEREAS State public health officials have worked, and will continue to

work, in consultation with their federal, state, and tribal government partners;

and

WHEREAS the State Public Health Officer has arficulated a four-stage

framework—which includes provisions for fhe reopening of lower-risk businesses

and spaces ("Stage Two"), to be followed by fhe reopening of higher-risk

businesses and spaces ("Stage Three")—to allow Californians to gradually

resume various activities while continuing to preserve public health in the face

of COVID-19; and



WHEREAS the threat posed by COVID-19 is dynamic and ever-changing,

and the State's response to COVID-19 (including implementation of the four-

stage framework) should likewise retain the ability to be dynamic and flexible;

and

WHEREAS to preserve this flexibility, and under the provisions of

Government Code section 8571 , I find fhat strict compliance with the

Administrative Procedure Act, Government Code section 1 1340 et seq., would

prevent, hinder, or delay appropriate actions to prevent and mitigate the

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California,

in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and

statutes of the State of California, and in particular, Government Code sections

8567, 8571 , 8627, and 8665; and also in accordance with the authority vested in

the State Public Health Officer by the laws of the State of California, including

but not limited to Health and Safety Code sections 120125, 120130, 120135,

120140, 120145, 120150, 120175, and 131080; do hereby issue the following Order

to become effective immediately:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1 ) All residents are directed to continue to obey State public health

directives, as made available at httos://covid 1 9.ca.aov/stav-home-

except-for-essential-needs/ and elsewhere as the State Public Health

Officer may provide.

2) As the State moves to allow reopening of lower-risk businesses and

spaces ("Stage Two"), and then to allow reopening of higher-risk

businesses and spaces ("Stage Three"), the State Public Health Officer

is directed to establish criteria and procedures—as set forth in this

Paragraph 2—to determine whether and how particular local

jurisdictions may implement public health measures that depart from

the statewide directives of fhe Sfafe Public Health Officer.

In parficular, the State Public Health Officer is directed to establish

criteria to determine whether and how, in light of the extent to which

the public health is menaced by COVID-19 from place to place within

the State, local health officers may (during the relevant stages of

reopening) issue directives to establish and implement public health

measures less restrictive than any public health measures implemented

on a statewide basis pursuant to the statewide directives of the State

Public Health Officer.

The State Public Health Officer is further directed to establish

procedures through which local health officers may (during fhe

relevant stages of reopening) certify that, if their respective jurisdictions

are subject to proposed public health measures (which they shall

specify to the extent such specification may be required by the State

Public Health Officer) that are less restrictive than public health

measures implemented on a statewide basis pursuant to the statewide

directives of the State Public Health Officer, the public health will not

be menaced. The State Public Health Officer shall additionally establish

procedures to permit, in a manner consistent with public health and



safety, local health officers who submif such certifications to establish

and implement such less restrictive public health measures within their

respective jurisdictions.

The State Public Health Officer may, from time to time and as she

deems necessary to respond to the dynamic threat posed by COVID-

19, revise the criteria and procedures set forth in this Paragraph 2.

Nothing related to the establishment or implementation of such criteria

or procedures, or any other aspect of this Order, shall be subject to the

Administrative Procedure Act, Government Code section 1 1340 et seq.

Nothing in this Paragraph 2 shall limit the authority of the State Public

Health Officer to take any action she deems necessary to protect

public health in the face of the threat posed by COVID-19, including

(but not limited to) any necessary revision to the four-stage framework

previously articulated by the State Public Health Officer.

3) Nothing in this Order shall be construed to limit the existing authority of

local health officers to establish and implement public health measures

within their respective jurisdictions that are more restrictive than, or that

otherwise exist in addition to, the public health measures imposed on a

statewide basis pursuant to the statewide directives of the State Public

Health Officer.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that as soon as hereafter possible, this Order be

filed in the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and

notice be given of this Order.

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits,

substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of

California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or any other

person.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set

my habd and caused the Great Seal of the

Statd^ of California.to be affixed this 4th day
pf t/Aoy 2020.

GAWN NEWSOM

.Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA

Secretary of State


